
 

 

View from the Bridge  
         By  Mike Hubbard 
                                                                 
 A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God.”                                                                                                        
Isaiah 40:3 
 

     In anticipation of calling a new pastor we have spent the last 11 months making a 
straight path to that end. As a congregation, you have planned strategically, prayed fer-
vently, and worked tirelessly. What you have accomplished together is nothing short of 
amazing. In applauding your efforts, I’m clapping the loudest. Still, the bridge stretch-
es out before us; much work remains. 
      It is necessary work. But Isaiah’s “voice of one calling” wasn’t calling out to a 
Transition Team nor to a Pastor Nominating Committee. As we enter the season of 
Advent our thoughts must turn to making a straight path through our busyness, clearing 
a way through the cluttered cultural landscape of our divided land, and cutting through 

our collective anxiety. That straight path leads to Advent, the birth of Emanuel, God being born among us.  
Isaiah’s words were written in the context of his day. The Babylonian Exile was ending; ahead was the daunt-

ing labor of rebuilding the Jewish homeland, a task that would take years to accomplish. The former exiles found 
hope in the prophet’s words. That this portion of Isaiah is called the “Book of Consolation” should come as no sur-
prise. 

Seven hundred years would pass before John the Baptist’s voice would ring out: “Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him. Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low.” As in the days of 
Isaiah, those were troubled times. The heavy hand of Roman tyranny smothered freedom and hope. Yet, there was 
good news; Jesus’ ministry was about to begin; a straight path was being prepared. Jesus would soon baptize the 
people with the Holy Spirit and fire. The flame of hope would be rekindled.  

The dismal world of Isaiah and John persists. More often than not, the Advent wreath has been arranged in the 
shadow of anxiety and despair. Wars were fought. There was civil unrest. Natural disasters happened. Pandemics 
came and went. This year is no exception.  

But we do not live as those who have no hope! By the light of Advent candles, we will walk the straight path 
set before us. The promises of hope, peace, joy, and love are ours to cherish and to hold. That each of you live in all 
the light of the season is my Advent prayer for you. 

                                                                                          Grace and peace, 
                                                                                        Pastor Mike 
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Prepare the way 
The prophet Isaiah gives those listening to him a very particular task to 

prepare the way for the coming Messiah, the person we know as Jesus. Isaiah 
proclaims that to prepare the way is to make highways easily navigable: fill in 
valleys, flatten hills, level the ground, make the earth smooth. Then, and only 
then, will God’s glory 
be revealed, and this 
will cause all humani-
ty to see that God has 
spoken to us. 

Your gifts to the 
Christmas Joy Offer-
ing combine with gifts 
from thousands of 
congregations 
throughout our de-
nomination to do our 
part to repair the world 
and to ensure our siblings have the tools they need to flourish. Your gifts pre-
pare the way for the God we know in Jesus Christ, the child whose birth we 
celebrate. 

This annual offering aids our denomination in helping current and retired 
church workers and their families in time of financial need. It supports PCUSA
-related schools and colleges serving communities of color.  

First Presbyterian Church 
    85 South Holly Street  
    Medford, Oregon 97501 
    Phone: (541) 779-1711 
    Email: fpcm@firstpresmedford.org 
 

Office hours Mon. through Thurs.  
                       9 a.m. to  2 p.m. 
 
Bridge Pastor ………….....Mike Hubbard 
Transitional Consulting Pastor 
……………….….….Rev. Robin Garvin 
Associate for Visitation and Pastoral Care 
     ……...…..Rev. Mary Wright Gillespie 
Church Administrator 
………………….……….Elizbeth Mahan 
 
Sarah Corson Childcare & Learning Cen-
ter………………..…...….....Jaime Snider 

 
Session Committee chairs 

 
  Building & Grounds—Bob Haddon 

1-(818) 383-4959 

  Christian Education—Nikki Keating/
Tam Moore 

      (541)944-3496  (541) 608-0171   

 

   Congregational Vitality- Dan Johnson 
  (541) 621-1739 

      
   Fellowship— Sandi & Bob Frey  

   1-(503) 399-7241 
 

    Finance  — Cathy de Wolfe 
                      (541) 773-7350 

 

    Personnel—Cathy Ullrich 
                       (541) 261-1761 
 
    Mission— Bob Frey  
                      1-(503) 779-5558  
 
    Worship & Music—Andy Ullrich 

     (541) 776-5308 
 
 
 
 

www.firstpreschurchmedford.com 

Your newsletter team 
Kathryn Adams, Paulette Avery,  

Cindy Walker Barbara & Tam Moore 
(541) 608-0171 

Copy deadline: 4th Monday of the month 
prior to publication  
    
email: newsletter.firstpresmedford@gmail.com 

Thank you for your support of the Christmas Joy offering  
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 SARAH CORSON CHILD CARE & LEARNING 
 CENTER 
December 2025 newsletter 

 

Holiday Program 
   Our annual Holiday Program is Friday, December 

12 at 6:30 p.m. in the church Sanctuary. Children in Tod-
dler 2, Preschool and Pre K classes will be participating. 
Pastor Mike will read The Night Before Christmas immedi-
ately following our performance. Come join us at the Center 
afterwards for a holiday open house. We will have a very 
special guest dropping by! 
 
Updated Immunization Records  

   Please make sure you give us updated copies of your 
child’s most recent immunization records no later than Friday, December 19. These can be emailed to Jaime, 
faxed to 541-779-5091, or given in paper form to Jaime, Julia or Mary. 

 
Winter Break Closure Reminder  
   Please be reminded that we will be CLOSED Mon-
day, December 22 through Friday, January 2, 2026 
for our annual Winter Break. We will reopen Monday, 
January 5, 2026. 
 
Winter Move-Up 
   Some children will be moving up to the next class 
level in mid-January, after we return from our Win-
ter Break and get settled back into our routine. Par-
ents of those moving up will be notified soon. 
   We will begin transitioning children prior to Win-
ter Break. 

 
Warm Gear for the Playground  
   Please make sure your child is coming to school with a warm winter coat, a hat, and gloves for cold 

mornings and afternoons on our playground. We go outside at least two times per day, weather-permitting. 
Fresh air and time outside are a must for students and staff alike! 

 
As We Put 2025 Behind Us 
   Twenty-twentyfive was quite a year for all at SCC! We spent half the year housed in the church be-

fore being able to move back to our beloved Center. Our Center looks different and has changed some, but 
our commitment to loving and teaching and caring for young children has never wavered.  

   WE LOVE WHAT WE DO AND ARE SO BLESSED!  
    
   Here’s to 2026! 

                                      
 
 

     —-Jaime Snider, director 
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 A Presbyterian for life 
By PAULETTE AVERY 

 Nikki Keating grew up in San Geronimo and Point Reyes, 
two small towns in California’s rural Marin County, where her 
father was a Presbyterian minister.  Her mother was from Medford, 
and her grandmother Sammye Harris was very proud to be one of 
the first two women to serve as elders at First Presbyterian Med-
ford.   

While growing up, Nikki raised chickens and remembers 
having to shampoo them prior to a 4-H show.  She received a de-
gree in psychology from the University of California, Davis and 
then worked as a flight attendant for Pan Am out of London for 
two years . She was part of the crew that flew high-ranking offi-
cials to the funeral following the 1988 tragedy which killed 270 
people in the Lockerbie, Scotland bombing.  

Nikki returned to school for her teaching credential, then 
married and had four children.  She met her husband Kevin on a 
blind date. He gave her a plastic rose which she accidentally sat on.  
The next day he left her a potted plant with a note that said, “please 
don’t sit on this”.  

The family lived in Walnut Creek, Calif. until moving to this 
area in 2001.  When her youngest was 10 Nikki began working in 
the front office at St. Mary’s School in Medford. She does attend-
ance, keeps track of immunizations, and takes phone calls.  Her 
husband Kevin teaches history and business at St. Mary’s and is 
currently a Medford city councilor. 

Another memorable event in her life was attending the Giants 
World Series baseball game in San Francisco when the Loma Prie-
ta earthquake occurred in 1989.   

“It felt like people were stomping their feet and there was 
dust falling down from the cement above,” she says. 

Nikki has been at First Pres since just before Covid, having 
previously attended Westminster and Central Point Presbyterian.  
She served two years on Session and is currently a deacon and serves as co-chair of the Christian Education committee.  

In her spare time she enjoys reading fiction and true crime stories, jogging and enjoying the beauty of nature.  

Nikki is the smiling face in the St. Mary’s School office 

Kids, crafts and fun 
     Parents and grandparents are invited to drop their children off in the 
Fellowship Hall at church for a fun hour-and-a-half Saturday morning, 
December 6. While you shop or run errands, we’ll have crafts, snacks, 
and music. There’s a promised visit from Santa and telling of the story 
When Santa Met Jesus by Jose Plaza.  
   Please sign up your kids in the Narthex or call the church office to let 
us know how many to expect so we have enough craft materials and 
snacks to go around. Or RSVP email to nikkifredkeating@gmail.com or 
text 541.944.1546.  

Can you help? 
The Congregational Nominating Committee is seeking folks to serve 

on our governing body – the Session—and our Board of Deacons. If 
you are called to serve or would like to suggest a member of the congre-
gation as a nominee, please either fill out the attached form, cut it out 
and drop it off at the church office or send an email with the suggested 
nominee name to reception@firstpresmedford.com.  
Full terms are three years, beginning after our annual meeting and in-

stallation. For more information, please contact Patty Herkert or Bob 
Frey from the nominating committee.

 

___________________      for Sesson  ___ Deacon ___  
(name of suggested nominee) 
 
______________________________________ 
(your name and contact information)  
 Return to church office by December 15. 
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2026 

26 Friday Sarah Corson Center closed 
until Jan. 8 
6:30 p.m. “It Checks Out” Narcotics 
Anonymous, basement room   
 
27 Saturday  
Noon “Attitude of Gratitude”  
Narcotics Anonymous, Great Room  
7 p.m. “Circle of Friends” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room  
 
28 Sunday  
10 a.m. Combined worship service, 
Sanctuary 
11:30 a.m. Lunch bunch, Original 
Road House Grill, 2629 W. Main 
Street 

 
29 Monday Sarah Corson Center 
closed until Jan. 8 
6:30 p.m. “Dopeless Hopechicks” 
Narcotics Anonymous, Great Room  
 
30 Tuesday Sarah Corson Center 
closed until Jan. 8 
9 a.m. Staff meeting, workroom  
12:30 p.m. Food Bank,  
750 N Columbus Ave.   
6:30 p.m. Session, Fireside room 
 
31 Wednesday Sarah Corson Center 
closed until Jan. 8 
6:30 p.m. “Men’s Unloaded”  
Narcotics Anonymous, Great Room   
 
1 Thursday New Year’s Day 
Office and Sarah Corson Center 
closed 
 

December birthdays 
  4 Mary Wright Gillespie 
  5 Kathy Gordon 
             Caren Lea 
             Sasha Grafenstein 
   7  Teddy Walston 
   8  Teena Anderson 
              Nikki Keating 
    9   Mattie Ward 
  10   Maury Mahan 
               Esther Kennedy 
   11        Rachel Taylor 
               Martina Smith 
   14        Kingsley Kelley 
    Carolyn Schenler 
    15       Amoena Quan 
    21     Dennis Dedrick 
    23        Rod Voss 
    25         Loretta Ware 
 

1 Monday  
6:30 p.m. “Dopeless Hopechicks” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room   

 
2 Tuesday  
9 a.m. Staff meeting, workroom 
12:30 p.m. Food Bank, 750 N Columbus 
Ave.  

 
3 Wednesday  
4:15 p.m. Christian Ed committee, Fellow-
ship Hall 
5 p.m. Advent Wednesday supper and 
study, Fellowship Hall 
5:30 p.m. Choir practice, Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. “Men’s Unloaded” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room   
 
5 Friday 
6:30 p.m. “It Checks Out” Narcotics Anon-
ymous, basement room 

 
6 Saturday  
10 a.m. Kids Crafts and Fun, Fellowship 
Hall & Sanctuary 
Noon Women’s Luncheon, Red Lobster, 
2200 Crater Lake Hwy 
Noon “Attitude of Gratitude” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room  
7 p.m. “Circle of Friends” Narcotics Anon-
ymous, Great Room   
 
7 Sunday   
8:30 a.m. Informal Worship, Fellowship 
Hall  
11 a.m. Traditional Worship, Sanctuary   

 
8 Monday  
6:30 p.m. “Dopeless Hopechicks” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room  
 
9 Tuesday  
9 a.m. Staff meeting, workroom  
12:30 p.m. Food Bank, 750 N Columbus 
Ave.  
6:30 p.m. Vitality committee, workroom 

 
10 Wednesday  
5 p.m. Advent Wednesday supper and 
study, Fellowship Hall 
5:30 p.m. Choir practice, Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. “Men’s Unloaded” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room 
 
 12 Friday 
6:30 p.m. Sarah Corson Center holiday 
program, Sanctuary 
6:30 p.m. “It Checks Out” Narcotics Anon-
ymous, basement room 

 
13 Saturday  
Noon “Attitude of Gratitude” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room  
7 p.m. “Circle of Friends” Narcotics Anon-
ymous, Great Room  

14 Sunday   
8:30 a.m. Informal Worship, Fellow-
ship Hall   
11 a.m. Traditional Worship, Sanctuary   
12:15 p.m. Worship committee, work-
room 
12:15 p.m. Deacons, Fireside room 
 
15 Monday  
6:30 p.m. “Dopeless Hopechicks” Nar-
cotics Anonymous, Great Room  
 
16 Tuesday  
9 a.m. Staff meeting, workroom  
12:30 p.m. Food Bank, 750 N Columbus 
Ave.  

 
17 Wednesday  
5 p.m. Advent Wednesday supper and 
study, Fellowship Hall 
5:30 p.m. Choir practice, Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. “Men’s Unloaded” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room   
 
18 Thursday 
9 a.m. Personnel committee, pastor’s 
study 
10 a.m. Finance committee, workroom 
 
19 Friday 
6:30 p.m. “It Checks Out” Narcotics 
Anonymous, basement room 

 
20 Saturday  
Noon “Attitude of Gratitude” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room  
7 p.m. “Circle of Friends” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room  
 
21 Sunday  
8:30 a.m. Informal Worship,  
Fellowship Hall   
11 a.m. Traditional Worship, Sanctuary   
 
22 Monday Sarah Corson Center closed 
until Jan. 8 
6:30 p.m. “Dopeless Hopechicks” Nar-
cotics Anonymous, Great Room  
 
23 Tuesday Sarah Corson Center closed 
until Jan. 8 
9 a.m. Staff meeting, workroom  
12:30 p.m. Food Bank, 750 N Columbus 
Ave.  
 
24 Wednesday Sarah Corson Center 
closed until Jan. 8 
6:30 p.m. “Men’s Unloaded” Narcotics 
Anonymous, Great Room   
7:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve service, Sanc-
tuary Christmas Joy offering received 
 
25 Thursday Christmas Day 
Office and Sarah Corson Center closed 

December at First 
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Single serving time 
 

This 
December, 
our Food 
Bank is look-
ing for dona-
tions of sin-
gle serving 
packets for 
oatmeal and 
cocoa mix.  Please buy a box full and bring 
it to the red shopping cart in the Narthex 
when you come to worship in December.  

And on December 7, the first Sunday 
of the month, add a sack of onions, pota-
toes or carrots. Your donations make a 
difference in what we can provide at our 
West Medford Food Bank. Thank you.  

Text for study in the week beginning: 
 
December 7 — Matthew 3:1-12, Isaiah 1:1-10. Sermon title “The Knowledge of the 
Lord.” 
 
December 14 — Matthew 11:2-11, Isaiah 35:1-10.  Sermon Title “A Highway Called 
the Holy Way.” 
 
December 21 — Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 18:18-25. Sermon Title “God Is With Us.” 
 
December 28 — Psalm 148. Sermon Title “A meditation on Psalm 148.” 
 

       
 
     Connecting with God 
  
   Connecting with each  other 
     
        Connecting with the community we serve 

Another World Is Possible 
The Monday Book Group, which meets Mondays 

at 4 p.m. by Zoom, is taking December off. But they’ve 
picked the January study book, so you can get a head 
start. It’s Another World is Possible by Natasha Hakimi 
Zapata.   

Her book is available on Amazon. 
A reviewer says Zapata “has traveled around the 

world, from Costa Rica to New Zealand, and Estonia to 
Singapore, uncovering how different countries solve 
the problems that plague the United States. Through in-
depth reporting, including interviews with senior gov-
ernment officials, activists, industry professionals, and 
the ordinary people affected by their policies, Another 
World Is Possible examines innovative programs that 
address public health, social services, climate change, 
housing, education, addiction and more.” 

To learn more about the Zoom book club, email 
Hugh Anderson at hughanderson2004@msn.com.  
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 Oregon Pacific expands 
 Our long-time tenant in the Urban Center II second floor is expanding its office space under a new lease agree-

ment approved in concept by Session. The three-year lease covers the current 5,000 square feet of office, and a 1,000 
square  foot expansion into space that was once office for an associate pastor. It’s been vacant since the retirement of 
Kathy Waugh, except for occasional use.  

The new lease takes effect December 15.  
Oregon Pacific Financial Groups, Inc. has been a tenant since December 2000. Bob Haddon, who handled negotiations 
for the church, says attorneys are completing their review of the new lease. After the deal is approved by both parties, 
it will be submitted to trustees of Presbytery of the Cascades, which holds title to the church’s real property  
 

2026 operating budget, bell choir restoration approved 
Session this week approved a $991,876 operating budget for 2026. An additional $52,805 in spending for the Brown Bag Ca-

fé ministry was noted. It will be funded through grants and in-kind donations not reflected in the operating budget.  
Treasurer Bob Haddon told Session budgeted income falls $33,489 short of covering expected expenses. Unappropriated re-

serves will be used to cover the difference if needed. 
In other action 

• Session approved restoring the Bell Choir program. Christi McLain, wife of Choir Director Jerron Jorgensen, will 
lead the bells. Andy Ullrich, chair of our Worship and Music committee, told Session Christi will work to have bells 
incorporated in the Christmas Eve worship service. She anticipates monthly bell performances in the first half of 
2026. The Bell Choir has been on hiatus since Bob Adams moved to the East Coast a couple of years ago.  

• Session approved adding an electric insert to the Fireside Room fireplace. It will add to the appearance of the room 
and could be a supplemental heat source. The project will be funded through a donation.  

• The Pastor Nominating committee reported it is about “half way” through the Mission Discernment Profile (MDP) 
which is used to recruit a new pastor. The committee meets weekly and expects to have the completed profile for 
Session approval at its next meeting. Presbytery of the Cascades Commission on Ministry will then review the MDP 
and clear it for  nationwide posting.  

 
 
 
A Giving Tree will sprout in 
the Narthex this Advent 
season. It’s a place to do-
nate gloves, mittens, socks 
and hand warmers which 
we make available to those 
in need who come by the 
church to pick up a sack 
lunch.  
Watch for the tree, and 
when it’s up, join in deco-
rating it with something to 
warm those who spend a 
lot of time outside on the 
streets in this winter sea-
son  

Women’s Fellowship wraps up season   
 

Next Saturday, December 
6, Women’s Fellowship 
wraps up its year with a 
noontime luncheon at the 

Red Lobster restaurant, 2200 Crater Lake 
Highway.  

There’s a sign-up sheet in the Nar-
thex.  

Lunch bunch to Roadhouse 
 
   On December 28 at 11:30 a.m. the Lunch 
Bunch will be gathering at the Original 
Roadhouse Grill at 2699 Main Street near 
Bi-Mart. 
   Please sign up in the Narthex. 

 Martin Ellis showed off the Schoenstein 
organ in a special Vespers service last 
Sunday. The concert attracted 93 people. 
Ellis is based in Portland. 
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Supper, 
songs and 
study 
 

   You are invited to 
share a simple meal and be 
part of our Advent 
Wednesday’s programs on 
December 3, 10 and 17.    
We’ll gather in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 5 p.m. for an 
early supper, then study 
the Iasiah passages of this 
Advent season with Hugh 
Anderson.  

Please join us for this 
time of fellowship as we 
prepare for the arrival of 
Christmas with its promise 
of peace, justice, and sal-
vation.  To ensure we have 
enough food on hand, 
please sign up on the Ad-
vent Wednesday list in the 
Narthex. 


